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The Bail Accommodation and Support Service

Summary

The Labour Government introduced the Bail and Accommodation Service (BASS) in
England and Wales in 2007. This is a scheme to accommodate people on bail and on
Home Detention Curfew. They are adults who need a suitable address, or some support,
so that they can be released. Certain people are not eligible; for example those who have
committed, or are charged with, sex offences or those who pose a significant threat to the
public, other residents or staff.

The Government’s aim in having this scheme is to reduce offending, use resources
efficiently and free up prison places. The service, it argues, provides a cost effective
alternative to custody or custodial remand for people who would be living in the
community anyway if they had alternative accommodation.

At first a company called ClearSprings had the contract for BASS. Since 2010 Stonham, a
social housing provider, has run the service. It provides around 650 bed spaces in the
community in small houses or flats — typically with two or three people sharing.

BASS accommodation is not the same as “probation hostels”, known officially as
“approved premises”. Approved premises are much larger and provide intensive
supervision for higher risk offenders.

There was controversy at the beginning of the scheme, not least because of the very
limited information about the location of properties being used. The Ministry of Justice
does not provide information about the private addresses of those on bail or who have
been released on Home Detention Curfew (HDCQ).

Stonham does not have to consult local residents before using a property under BASS. It
does, however, consult police, local authorities and probation providers. It also informs
immediate neighbours and provides contact details. As these are normal residential
properties being used for this purpose, there is no need for planning permission.

There is further information on Stonham’s BASS website, and FAQs and contact details for
people with concerns on a separate BASS website.

Policy information is in a National Offender Management Service (NOMS) Service
Specification Document and NOMS Probation Instruction, Accommodation and Support
Service for Bail and HDC.

This Briefing Paper covers England and Wales only.


http://www.bass-services.org/contact-us/
http://www.bass-services.org/faq/
http://www.bass-services.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428010/2015-05-18_BASS_Spec_P3.1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/428010/2015-05-18_BASS_Spec_P3.1.pdf
https://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/offenders/probation-instructions/pi-10-2013-accommodation-and-support-services-for-bail.doc
https://www.justice.gov.uk/downloads/offenders/probation-instructions/pi-10-2013-accommodation-and-support-services-for-bail.doc
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1. Background

1.1 The service’s introduction

The new bail accommodation and support service was announced by
the Ministry of Justice on 18 June 2007:

A new bail accommodation and support service is to be
introduced today (Monday 18 June) by the National Offender
Management Service (NOMS) to enable the courts and prison
governors to make greater use of bail and early release on a strict
curfew.

The scheme is a response to surveys undertaken by NOMS that
identified a need from sentencers for additional bail
accommodation for defendants who could otherwise be bailed if
accommodation was made available.

(...).

The accommodation will be in community settings with up to four
people sharing. The mix in each property will be carefully
managed and single gender.!

These properties need to be distinguished from “approved premises”,
which used to be called bail or probation hostels. These are much
larger, and normally run by probation providers or the voluntary sector.
They provide supervision by trained staff who are on the premises 24
hours a day.? By contrast, BASS residents receive support from Stonham
but not live-in supervision. See the BASS FAQs for details of the support
offered.

1.2 The contract to run BASS

From 2007 to 2010, the Ministry of Justice had a contract with the
company ClearSprings for providing BASS. In February 2010, the
Labour government announced that the new contract b to start in June
2010 b had been awarded to a different provider, Stonham.?> Stonham
is the care and support division of Home Group, a large registered social
landlord.

Stonham still holds this contract. It provides 657 bed spaces in small,
privately rented properties across England and Wales. Further
information is provided on Stonham’s BASS website, including a
number of Frequently Asked Questions and a contact number for
people wanting further information.

Ministry of Justice Press release, New bail accommodation and support service, 18
June 2015

Further details on approved premises are available from the National Approved
Premises Association website
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The Bail
Accommodation and
Support Service was
introduced by the
Labour government
in 2007.

Stonham was given
the contract in 2010.
Before that, the
service was run by
ClearSprings.


http://www.stonham-bass.org.uk/frmHomepage.aspx
http://www.bass-services.org/faq/
http://www.cjp.org.uk/news/archive/new-bail-accommodation-and-support-service-18-06-2007/
http://www.napbh.org.uk/premises.html
http://www.napbh.org.uk/premises.html
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200910/cmhansrd/cm100222/wmstext/100222m0001.htm#1002221000013
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