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Summary 
A Westminster Hall debate on the ‘Future funding of urban transport’ has 
been scheduled for Thursday 31 March 2022 from 1.30-3pm. This is a 
Backbench Business Committee debate, which has been initiated by Clive 
Betts MP. This briefing contains background information and parliamentary 
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material, as well as suggested further reading which Members may find 
useful when preparing for this debate. 
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1 Background 

Impact of the coronavirus pandemic on public 
transport  
Despite the lifting of Covid-19 restrictions, journeys on public transport 
remain below pre-pandemic levels.1 Car journeys quickly returned to around 
90% of 2019 levels and have remained high since, whereas HGV and LGV 
traffic is higher than it was pre-Covid.2  

Commuting, both to work and education, and shopping trips are two common 
reasons why people use public transport.3 Trends such as homeworking and 
online shopping have accelerated during the pandemic. The acceleration of 
these trends has therefore affected some of the core markets for public 
transport. During the pandemic, people often chose to drive or cycle rather 
than use public transport. Research carried out in 2020 by Transport Focus, a 
statutory consumer watchdog, found that many people who switched to using 
their car during the pandemic said they would continue to drive in future. 4  
Transport Focus suggested public transport would need to work hard to 
recapture its market.5 The National Infrastructure Commission, in May 2021, 
stated that: 

Phenomena such as the uptake of homeworking, avoidance of public transport 
and adoption of digital services led to a new way of living for a significant part 
of the UK population. In some cases, behaviour has fluctuated during the 
pandemic, showing signs of recovery at times of reduced restrictions. 
However, there have been impacts that have persisted to a significant degree 
for a full year or more.6 

The long-term implications of these societal changes for public transport 
remain uncertain.7 The Office of Budget Responsibility’s fiscal risks report in 
July 2021 suggested that Covid-related pressures could continue to affect 
departmental resource spending up to 2024/25.8 The National Infrastructure 
Commission has set out a number of possible scenarios to assess the 
potential future impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on public transport.9 The 
 

1  Department for Transport Transport use during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic Last updated 
30 March 2022 

2  Department for Transport Transport use during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic Last updated 
30 March 2022 

3  Department for Transport, National Travel Survey:2020, September 2021 
4  Transport Committee, Reforming public transport after the pandemic, HC676, 2020-21 EV 30 
5  Transport Committee, Reforming public transport after the pandemic, HC676, 2020-21 EV 30 
6  National Infrastructure Commission, Behaviour change and infrastructure beyond Covid-19, May 

2021 
7  National Infrastructure Commission, Behaviour change and infrastructure beyond Covid-19, May 

2021 
8      Office of Budget Responsibility, Fiscal risks report, July 2021 
9  National Infrastructure Commission, Behaviour change and infrastructure beyond Covid-19, May 

2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/national-travel-survey-2020/national-travel-survey-2020
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/12309/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/12309/pdf/
https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Behaviour-change-and-infrastructure-beyond-Covid19-May-2021.pdf
https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Behaviour-change-and-infrastructure-beyond-Covid19-May-2021.pdf
https://obr.uk/docs/dlm_uploads/Fiscal_risks_report_July_2021.pdf
https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Behaviour-change-and-infrastructure-beyond-Covid19-May-2021.pdf
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NIC’s analysis suggested public transport journeys could be between 10% to 
25% lower in 2055 compared to pre-pandemic norms.10 However, the NIC was 
clear that it is “still far too early to draw conclusions about which behavioural 
trends may emerge in the long term as a result of the pandemic.”11 

This uncertainty should be noted as an important context when considering 
the future funding of urban public transport, across different modes. 

Buses 
Most bus services are commercial services. Local authorities subsidise some 
socially necessary services which the market cannot provide commercially. 
These are known as supported services. Operators’ revenue has mainly come 
from fare-paying passengers.12  

The bus industry remains reliant on Covid-19 support to continue to run 
services at pre-pandemic levels. In March 2022, the Government provided an 
extra £150million to support bus and light rail services until October 2022.13 
This latest tranche of support replaced the Bus Recovery Grant which expires 
in April 2022. 14 The Bus Recovery Grant was supposed to be the last tranche of 
Covid-19 support provided to the sector.15 Without extra support, the sector 
faced a funding gap of up to £350million in 2022/23, due to the ongoing 
shortfall in passenger demand and cost pressures (e.g. staff wages and fuel 
prices). Such a shortfall in funding, the industry warned, could have put up to 
30% of services at risk of being cut. 16 The Government reiterated that the 
extra funding up to October 2022 will be the last tranche of Covid-19 support 
for the sector.17 The Government said that this latest round of funding will 
enable services to continue to run while operators and local transport 
authorities develop “financially sustainable networks that cater for the needs 
of the local public and their local areas after the pandemic.”18 

In March 2021, the Department for Transport published Bus Back Better: the 
National Bus Strategy, which set out the Government’s vision for improving 
bus services outside London.19 Since the National Bus Strategy was published, 
local transport authorities and operators in most areas have been working at 

 

10  National Infrastructure Commission, Behaviour change and infrastructure beyond Covid-19, May 
2021 

11  National Infrastructure Commission, Behaviour change and infrastructure beyond Covid-19, May 
2021 

12     National Audit Office, Improving local bus services in England outside London, October 2020 
13  HC Deb 1 March 2022 c652WS 
14  House of Lords Built Environment Committee, Uncorrected oral evidence: Public transport in towns 

and cities, Tuesday 8 February 2022 
15  £226 million package to support vital bus services, Department for Transport, 6 July 2021 
16  Bus routes face axe unless emergency funding support extended, Local Government Association, 14 

February 2022 
17  HC Deb 1 March 2022 c652WS 
18  HC Deb 1 March 2022 c652WS 
19     Department for Transport, Bus Back Better: the National Bus Strategy, March 2021 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf
https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Behaviour-change-and-infrastructure-beyond-Covid19-May-2021.pdf
https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Behaviour-change-and-infrastructure-beyond-Covid19-May-2021.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Improving-local-bus-services-in-England-outside-London.pdf
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-01/hcws652
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/3428/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/3428/pdf/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/226-million-package-to-support-vital-bus-services
https://www.local.gov.uk/about/news/bus-routes-face-axe-unless-emergency-funding-support-extended
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-01/hcws652
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-01/hcws652
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/980227/DfT-Bus-Back-Better-national-bus-strategy-for-England.pdf
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pace to develop formal, statutory partnerships, known as Enhanced 
Partnerships, and plans (Bus Service Improvement Plans) to deliver the 
Government’s vision at a local level. To help deliver the strategy, the 
Government has allocated over £3billion to spend on bus services over the 
Parliament.20  

Some of the funding allocated to transform bus services over the Parliament 
has been used to maintain services. The Autumn Budget and Spending Review 
in October 2021 confirmed that £1.5billion had been allocated to maintain 
services up to April 2022.21 HM Treasury also committed £1.2billion over the 
Parliament to fund bus transformation deals to support local areas to 
implement their Bus Service Improvement Plans.22 This funding has yet to be 
allocated. Based on a selection of the plans, the Confederation of Passenger 
Transport, which represents the bus sector, suggested the total figure 
requested by local transport authorities is likely to exceed £7billion.23  

If passenger demand fails to return to pre-pandemic levels by October, the 
Campaign for Better Transport, an independent charity, argued that cuts may 
still be needed or more of the funding intended to transform services “will 
need to be channelled towards propping them up.”24 

Separately, around £1billion of the £5.7billion allocated to Mayoral Combined 
Authorities through City Region Sustainable Transport Settlements will be 
used to fund improvements in bus services, such as bus lanes.25 

Light rail  
Since April 2020, the Government has provided support for light rail systems 
in England outside London.26 In July 2021, the Government announced 
£56million of support for the sector, which was due to last until the end of 
2021/22 financial year. Covid-19 support for light rail systems in England, as 
mentioned above, was also extended until October 2022.27  

The costs of running light rail and tram systems are mostly fixed.28 Local 
authorities with these systems have legal and financial responsibilities for 
 

20  HM Treasury, Autumn Budget and Spending Review: A STRONGER ECONOMY FOR THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE, HC822, October 2021 

21  HM Treasury, Autumn Budget and Spending Review: A STRONGER ECONOMY FOR THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE, HC822, October 2021 

22  HM Treasury, Autumn Budget and Spending Review: A STRONGER ECONOMY FOR THE BRITISH 
PEOPLE, HC822, October 2021 

23  Analysis reveals billions of pounds shortfall in National Bus Strategy plans, Confederation of 
Passenger Transport, 25 November 2021 

24  The National Bus Strategy one year on – what progress so far?, Campaign for Better Transport, 15 
March 2022 

25  HM Government, Levelling-Up: Levelling-Up the United Kingdom, CP 604, February 2022 
26  Light rail systems are supported through a separate funding arrangement with Transport for 

London. 
27  HC Deb 1 March 2022 c652WS 
28  Urban Transport Group, The threat to public transport in the city regions, February 2022 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://www.cpt-uk.org/news/analysis-reveals-billions-of-pounds-shortfall-in-national-bus-strategy-plans/
https://bettertransport.org.uk/blog/buses/The-National-Bus-Strategy-one-year-on
https://questions-statements.parliament.uk/written-statements/detail/2022-03-01/hcws652
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/system/files/general-docs/Covid19%20urban%20transport%20funding%20challenges%20briefing%20February%202022.pdf
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these systems.29 The Urban Transport Group – which represents transport 
authorities in city region – outlines that there is little scope for significant cost 
reductions, “short of closing these systems down.”30 The UTG, in February 
2022, warned that transport authorities may have diverted funding away from 
bus services to keep light rail system running, if funding for the sector was not 
extended beyond March 2022.31 

In February 2019, the Government issued a call for evidence on the 
opportunities for introducing light rail and other rapid transit systems in 
towns and cities in England.32 The Government is analysing the responses it 
received, which it has said will be used to “to inform future policy.”33 The 
Autumn Budget and Spending Review in October 2021 included funding for 
schemes such as the renewal of the Sheffield Supertram and the extension of 
the West Midlands Metro.34 

Transport for London  
Responsibility for transport in London is devolved. Under the Greater London 
Authority Act 1999, the Mayor of London has the power to issue guidance and 
directions to TfL “to the exercise of any of the functions (duties as well as 
powers and operational as well as policy matters) of TfL.”35 Transport for 
London (TfL) runs London’s buses, trams, Undergound and Overground, light 
rail and certain TfL rail services.  

Journeys on London buses and the London Underground remain below pre-
pandemic levels.36 TfL’s income comes from a mix of sources, including 
income from fares, the congestion charge, commercial activities, grants, 
(including business rates), borrowing and cash reserves.37 In 2019/20, the 
largest source of TfL’s income was from fares.38  

The Government and the Mayor of London have agreed a series of consecutive 
short-term funding agreements since May 2020 to fund transport in the 
capital.39 So far the Government has provided over £4.5billion to TfL.40 In the 
latest agreement, the Government agreed to provide £200million to TfL 
through to 24 June 2022 as well as top-up TfL’s revenue if income from fares 

 

29  Urban Transport Group, The threat to public transport in the city regions, February 2022 
30  Urban Transport Group, The threat to public transport in the city regions, February 2022 
31  Urban Transport Group, The threat to public transport in the city regions, February 2022 
32  Department for Transport, Light rail and other rapid transit solutions in cities and towns: call for 

evidence, February 2021 
33  Department for Transport, Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain, July 2021 p.162. 
34  HM Treasury, Autumn Budget and Spending Review: A STRONGER ECONOMY FOR THE BRITISH 

PEOPLE, HC822, October 2021 
35  Greater London Authority Act 1999 
36  See Transport use during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
37  Transport for London, How we are funded [accessed on 30.03.2022] 
38  Transport for London, How we are funded [accessed on 30.03.2022] 
39  Extraordinary funding for Transport for London, House of Lords Library, 6 December 2021 
40  Department for Transport, Transport for London funding extension: 25 February 2022, February 2021 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/light-rail-and-other-rapid-transit-solutions-in-cities-and-towns-call-for-evidence#:%7E:text=The%20call%20for%20evidence%20asks,and%20other%20rapid%20transit%20solutions
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/29/notes/division/5/4
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/29/notes/division/5/4
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/system/files/general-docs/Covid19%20urban%20transport%20funding%20challenges%20briefing%20February%202022.pdf
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/system/files/general-docs/Covid19%20urban%20transport%20funding%20challenges%20briefing%20February%202022.pdf
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/system/files/general-docs/Covid19%20urban%20transport%20funding%20challenges%20briefing%20February%202022.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/light-rail-and-other-rapid-transit-solutions-in-cities-and-towns-call-for-evidence#:%7E:text=The%20call%20for%20evidence%20asks,and%20other%20rapid%20transit%20solutions
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/light-rail-and-other-rapid-transit-solutions-in-cities-and-towns-call-for-evidence#:%7E:text=The%20call%20for%20evidence%20asks,and%20other%20rapid%20transit%20solutions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/transport-decarbonisation-plan
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1043689/Budget_AB2021_Web_Accessible.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1999/29/notes/division/5/4
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic
https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-tfl/how-we-work/how-we-are-funded
https://tfl.gov.uk/corporate/about-tfl/how-we-work/how-we-are-funded
https://lordslibrary.parliament.uk/extraordinary-funding-for-transport-for-london/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/transport-for-london-funding-extension-25-february-2022
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falls below  TfL’s forecasts.41 The Government’s letter to the Mayor of London 
on 25 February 2022 outlined that the Government expects TfL to be 
financially sustainable by April 2023 and achieve, through a mix of cost 
savings and additional revenue, up to £400million in the next financial year.42  

National Rail  
Passenger rail services transport people within towns and cities, and between 
them. Most passenger rail services are provided through contracts with 
private operators, which are let by the Department for Transport.  

Since March 2020, the Government has taken on the cost and revenue risk of 
running passenger services from private train operators.43 Most of the 
Department’s financial support for public transport has been spent on 
supporting passenger rail services.44 In December 2021, the then Rail Minister, 
Chris Heaton-Harris MP, outlined that even though restrictions had lifted, 
passengers “have not returned in the same numbers as before” and, as a 
result, industry revenue had fallen by £12billion.45 The Government is clear 
that the current level of subsidy is not sustainable. The then Rail Minister, in 
December 2021, outlined that:  

delivering an efficient self-sustaining railway – where we reduce costs and 
raise revenues – has never been more pressing. That means striking a fair 
balance between the contribution of passengers and the unprecedented 
taxpayer support. It also means pulling together as an industry to attract and 
retain new customers. This is no longer merely desirable, it’s essential – indeed 
it’s existential. The future of the industry depends on how we respond to this 
challenge.46 

Within the Williams-Shapps Plan for Rail, the Government’s 2021 White Paper 
on rail reform, the Government said that while “emergency support for rail 
will not be cut off overnight” the long-term future of the railways requires the 
sector to become more efficient and grows passenger numbers.47 

Active travel  
In July 2020, the Department for Transport published Gear Change: a bold 
vision for cycling and walking, the Government’s latest plans for active travel. 
The Government has a target for half of all journeys in towns and cities to be 
walked or cycled by 2030.  These ambitions are being supported by £2billion 
of funding over the Parliament. This funding is being used to support changes 
 

41  TfL Statement - TfL Funding Update (25th February), Transport for London, 25 February 2022 
42  Department for Transport, Transport for London Settlement Letter, 25 February 2022 
 
43  Rail Update: Written statement - HCWS175, 23 March 2020 
44  National Audit Office, Department for Transport Departmental financial overview 2020-21, 

December 2021 
45  DfT, Seventh annual Rail Industry Forum, 9 December 2021 
46  DfT, Seventh annual Rail Industry Forum, 9 December 2021 
47  DfT, Great British Railways: The Williams-Shapps Plan for Rail, 20 May 2021 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057532/TfL-extraordinary-funding-and-financing-settlement-letter-25-February-2022.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2022/february/tfl-statement---tfl-funding-update-25th-februa#:%7E:text=',-Notes%20to%20editors&text=TfL%20announces%20that%20a%20funding,%22Fourth%20Funding%20Period%22).
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057532/TfL-extraordinary-funding-and-financing-settlement-letter-25-February-2022.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Department-for-Transport-Departmental-financial-overview-2020-21.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/seventh-annual-rail-industry-forum
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/seventh-annual-rail-industry-forum
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/great-british-railways-williams-shapps-plan-for-rail
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in infrastructure, such as protected cycle lanes and low-traffic 
neighbourhoods, as well as a variety of other measures to support active 
travel.48  

How does funding for public transport affect the 
Government’s Net Zero Target and Levelling-Up 
agenda?  
The Government’s transport decarbonisation plan, Decarbonising Transport: 
A Better, Greener Britain, was published in July 2021. One of the plan’s 
strategic priorities was to accelerate modal shift, with an aim to make 
walking, cycling and public transport the natural first choice for people’s 
daily journeys.49  

The Government’s Levelling-Up policy aims to reduce geographic economic, 
social and health inequalities. The paper states that: 

Some of the UK’s biggest cities lack high quality public transport to enable 
densification of city centres and make jobs accessible within commuting 
distance, contributing to congestion and lower productivity. Meanwhile, 
smaller cities, towns and villages also need good public transport and high-
quality local roads to ensure everyday journeys are safe and quick.50 

One of the missions within the Government’s Levelling-Up White Paper is to 
bring local transport connectivity, especially in large urban areas, 
“significantly closer to the standards of London” by 2030 through better 
services, simpler fares and integrated ticketing.51   

  

 

48  the Department for Transport, Gear Change: a bold vision for cycling and walking, July 2020 
49  Department for Transport, Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain, July 2021 
50  HM Government, Levelling-Up: Levelling-Up the United Kingdom, CP 604, February 2022 
51  HM Government, Levelling-Up: Levelling-Up the United Kingdom, CP 604, February 2022 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cycling-and-walking-plan-for-england
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf
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2 Parliamentary material 

Bus Services  
Asked by: Peter Gibson 
Written Answer 
25 March 2022 
To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what plans he has to encourage 
the public to make greater use of bus travel following the covid-19 outbreak. 

Answering member: Trudy Harrison|Department for Transport  

The Department is working closely with operators and local transport 
authorities to support measures to increase passenger safety and confidence, 
and encourage a return to the bus and rail networks. 

We published the National Bus Strategy in March 2021, setting out how we 
want to see bus services transformed, and all local areas in England outside 
London have published Bus Service Improvement Plans (BSIPs). There will be 
£3 billion of investment in buses across this Parliament, including £1.2 billion 
of dedicated funding for bus transformation deals. 

Public Transport: Fuels  
Asked by: Baroness Randerson 
House of Lords Written Answer 
22 March 2022 
To ask Her Majesty's Government what steps they are taking to reduce the 
effect of rising fuel costs on public transport to ensure that such services are 
not reduced. 

Answering member: Baroness Vere of Norbiton |Department: Department 
for Transport  

The Government is mindful of the critical role public transport plays in our 
daily lives and it is monitoring closely the impact of fuel prices on the 
transport network. My Rt Hon Friend the Chancellor recently froze fuel duty 
for the twelfth successive year in a row. 

Public Transport: Disability  
Asked by: Vicky Foxcroft 
House of Commons Written Answer 
22 March 2022 
To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, what assessment his Department 
has made of the impact of the 9.30am start time for free public transport on 
disabled people's abilities to commute to their place of work or education; 
and whether he has made an assessment of the potential merits of removing 
that restriction. 

Answering member: Wendy Morton |Department for Transport  
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Under the terms of The English National Concessionary Travel Scheme a 
holder of a concessionary bus pass is able to travel between 09.30am and 
11.00pm on weekdays and all day at weekends and on Bank Holidays. 

The primary aim of the scheme is to ensure that no eligible disabled or older 
person in England is prevented from bus travel by cost alone. The provision of 
a free bus pass aims to provide these groups with greater freedom and 
independence in accessing a range of basic necessities. 

Local authorities in England have the power to offer additional local 
concessions, such as extending the hours of the concession, and around three 
quarters of authorities already do so. 

This area is kept under review. The English National Concessionary Travel 
Scheme costs around £1 billion annually so any changes, such as extending 
the concession to include morning peak travel times, would need to be 
carefully considered for their impact on the scheme’s financial sustainability. 
At present, there are no plans to extend the travel times for the concession 
given the current pressures on public finances. 

Bus Services and Railways  
Asked by: Louise Haigh  
House of Commons Written Answer  
18 March 2022 
To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, if the Government will launch a 
campaign this summer to encourage the general public to return to travelling 
by bus and train. 

Answering member: Trudy Harrison|Department for Transport  

The Department is working closely with operators and local transport 
authorities to support measures to increase passenger safety, and confidence 
and encourage a return to the bus and rail networks. 

A campaign is being launched this Spring and will continue running up to the 
summer to encourage the general public to return to travelling by train. The 
national advertising and marketing campaign ‘Let’s get back on track’ will be 
supported by promotions by the train operators. 

Bus Services: Finance  
Asked by: Ian Lavery 
House of Commons Written Answer 
17 March 2022 
To ask the Secretary of State for Transport, whether his Department has 
conducted an equality impact assessment of (a) reductions to (i) bus services 
and (ii) night bus services over the last 10 years and (b) any proposals for 
further changes to bus services and funding. 

Answering member: Trudy Harrison |Department for Transport  
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Local Transport Authorities are responsible for complying with the Public 
Sector Equality Duty. The Department’s role includes enabling and 
encouraging LTAs to provide good bus services for everyone. An equality 
impact assessment of reductions to bus services and to night bus services 
over the last 10 years has not been undertaken by the Department. 

The equalities impacts of the National Bus Strategy were assessed as part of 
its development. 

 

Urban Areas: Transport  
Asked by: Rachael Maskell  
House of Commons Written Answer 
11 March 2022 
To ask the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 
what steps he is taking with the Department for Transport to ensure that 
transport planning is integrated in wider city planning to help tackle the 
climate crisis. 

Answering member: Stuart Andrew |Department for Levelling Up, Housing 
and Communities  

The Government is taking a number of steps to ensure that transport planning 
is integrated in wider city planning to help tackle the climate crisis. We have 
set out in the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) that transport 
issues should be considered from the earliest stages of plan-making and 
development proposals, so that opportunities to promote walking, cycling 
and public transport use are identified and pursued. In addition, the NPPF is 
clear that significant development should be focused on locations which are 
or can be made sustainable, through limiting the need to travel and offering a 
genuine choice of transport modes. 

Last year, the Government published the Transport Decarbonisation Plan, 
which highlighted the principles of low carbon transport in spatial planning. 
We are also supporting the delivery of an update to Manual for Streets, the 
Government’s guidance on street design which ensures that when considering 
the design of streets, low carbon modes of transport are at the top of the 
hierarchy. 

As we set out in the Net Zero Strategy, through our programme of changes to 
the planning system we intend to review the NPPF to make sure it contributes 
to climate change mitigation and adaptation as fully as possible. 
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3 Further reading 

Reports (2020-2022) 
Transport use during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, DfT, March 2022 
 
Reference wheelchair standard and transport design, DfT, March 2022 
 
Funding a better future for urban transport, Urban Transport Group, March 
2022 
 
Mapping the 30-minute city: Ten case studies comparing the public transport 
networks and urban form of UK and Western European cities, Centre for 
Cities, March 2022 
 
The threat to public transport in the city regions, Urban Transport Group, 
February 2022 
 
Public transport in towns and cities, House of Lords Built Environment 
Committee 2021-22 
 
Department for Transport: Departmental financial overview 2020-21, NAO, 
December 2021 
 
Integrating Public Transport into Mobility as a Service, OECD/International 
Transport Forum, October 2021 
 
Behaviour change and infrastructure beyond Covid-19, National Infrastructure 
Commission, May 2021 
 
Improving local bus services in England outside London, NAO, October 2020 
 
Reforming Public Transport Planning and Delivery, OECD/International 
Transport Forum, 2020 
 
 
Websites 
Government 
Gov.uk – local transport information 
 
Other 
Campaign for Better Transport  
 
Centre for Cities 
 
Urban Transport Group 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/transport-use-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic#full-publication-update-history
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reference-wheelchair-standard-and-transport-design
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/system/files/general-docs/Funding%20a%20better%20future%20for%20urban%20transport%20300322.pdf
https://www.centreforcities.org/publication/mapping-30-minute-city-uk-and-european-case-studies/
https://www.centreforcities.org/publication/mapping-30-minute-city-uk-and-european-case-studies/
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/system/files/general-docs/Covid19%20urban%20transport%20funding%20challenges%20briefing%20February%202022.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/6493/public-transport-in-towns-and-cities/publications/
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Department-for-Transport-Departmental-financial-overview-2020-21.pdf
https://www.itf-oecd.org/public-transport-mobility-service
https://nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Behaviour-change-and-infrastructure-beyond-Covid19-May-2021.pdf
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Improving-local-bus-services-in-England-outside-London.pdf
https://www.itf-oecd.org/reforming-public-transport-planning-and-delivery
https://www.gov.uk/transport/local-transport
https://bettertransport.org.uk/media
https://www.centreforcities.org/press/northern-cities-transport-networks-lag-behind-european-equivalents/
https://www.urbantransportgroup.org/
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