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1. News articles

The spending review is just the start of a battle for UK research
Guardian, 27 October 2015

Campaign urges protest over UK science funding decline Research
Information, 23 October 2015

Sajid Javid's blueprint for BIS heightens fears for research funding
Guardian, 1 October 2015

Austerity demands better ways to make funding decisions Research
Fortnight, 16 September 2015

Science minister signals shift towards 'one nation science' BBC Online,
17 July 2015

Welcome letter to Jo Johnson Science is Vital, 5 June 2015

Response 1 July 2015c¢


http://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science/2015/oct/27/the-spending-review-is-just-the-start-of-a-battle-for-uk-research
http://www.researchinformation.info/news/news_story.php?news_id=2011
http://www.theguardian.com/science/political-science/2015/oct/01/sajid-javids-blueprint-for-bis-heightens-fears-for-research-funding
http://www.researchresearch.com/index.php?option=com_news&template=rr_2col&view=article&articleId=1354799
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-33550438
http://scienceisvital.org.uk/2015/06/05/welcome-letter-to-jo-johnson/
http://scienceisvital.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/jo-johnson-response-science-is-vital-2015-07-01.pdf
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2.Press releases

CBI calls on Government to prioritise innovation spending from
cuts

UK Government spending on R&D lowest among G8 countries
19 October 2015

The CBI is pressing the Government to prioritise innovation and science
funding in the forthcoming Comprehensive Spending Review (CSR).

Raising total research and development spending to 3% of GDP will
help achieve this, buttressed by a dedicated and long-term industrial
strategy. Both are growth-enhancing measures that contribute to
increased productivity.

The CBl is calling on ministers to double the budget for Innovate UK
after new research by the employers’ group revealed that the
Government spends just 0.49% of GDP on R&D — the lowest among the
G8.

John Cridland, CBI Director-General, said:

“QOur research shows that innovation investment has never been more
important, given its effect on enhancing productivity.

“While our economy is doing well, we must not be complacent, as we
cannot afford to rest on our laurels while our peers pace ahead.

“Instead we need to build on our research excellence by fuelling the
UK’s innovation ecosystem with investment, fresh ideas and skills.

“With the UK's research and development spending the lowest among
the G8, we are falling ever further behind our international competitors
and must take action so that we lead from the front.”

More broadly, in its Autumn Statement submission to the Treasury, the
CBl is calling on the Government to:

1 Set out a coherent framework so innovation boosts the capacity
of the economy to produce more in the long term

1 Deliver a package on business rates reform that makes the
regime, simpler, fairer and more competitive.

1 Fix the funding ladder for medium-sized businesses to ensure
they can grow and contribute more to the economy

1 Ring-fence revenue from the apprenticeships levy and introduce
an independent ‘Levy Board’ to set the rate based on sound
economic evidence

1 Avoid further restrictions on skilled migration, which would
harm the UK'’s ability to attract investment and compete globally

1 Continue cross-government efforts to promote exports
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Royal Society of Biology
Society calls for ‘critically important' science funding increase
29 September 2015

Dr Mark Downs CSci FRSB, chief executive of the Royal Society of
Biology, today joined other science leaders in issuing strong calls for
investment in science ahead of the forthcoming spending review,
saying:

“It is critically important that the Government increases investment in
research and the associated skills base to secure the best future for
people and the economy.

"Past investment and focus has made the UK a global leader in science,
with huge strength in the biosciences. We all benefit from this
excellence which took decades to build but is vulnerable after half a
decade of reducing expenditure and reduced investment.

"We know that the Government recognises the importance of science,
so it is critical that it acts on this knowledge and invests now to ensure
real research growth and to send a clear message to bright minds and
private investors that the UK still remains the best place for them to do
research.

“Public investment in science generates new jobs and economic growth
year on year beyond the initial investment. Five years of failing to
increase research expenditure to at least match inflation has wiped
£1bn off the core research budget. When coupled with the often
forgotten major cuts to the research spend of each Government
Department, the underinvestment in UK science will inevitably lead to
an erosion of our world renowned capability and output unless
investment starts to grow again now.”

Department for Business, Innovation & Skills
One Nation Science
16 July 2015

Speech by Jo Johnson at University of Sheffield Advanced
Manufacturing Research Centre

It's a pleasure to be here to see first-hand how universities and
businesses across the region are coming together to power innovation
and growth.

The Prime Minister and Chancellor have been clear that this is a ‘One
Nation Government’, and today | want to talk about ‘One Nation
Science’. That means 2 things:

1 upholding the very best in British science and research. We
should be proud of our science base — it's one of our country’s
great success stories. With less than 1% of the world'’s
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population, the UK produces 16% of top quality published
research

f it also means developing that excellence for the whole country,
making sure all areas and all groups of people can reach their
full potential

One Nation Science is bold and ambitious. And that’s why in our
manifesto, we set a clear goal: for Britain to be the best place in Europe
to innovate, patent new ideas and set up and expand a business. That
mission extends to all parts of the UK.

| am delighted to be at the University of Sheffield Advanced
Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC) to see for myself the strong
base on which we want to build. Yorkshire has a reputation for the
practical and you should be proud of the practical impact of the work
you do.

When our Army needed a tougher suspension system for its Warrior
vehicles, Sheffield’s Tinsley Bridge answered the call. They developed
the “Extralite’ torsion bar in just 5 months, with a Smart award from
Innovate UK. This new system was stronger and lifted vehicles higher off
the ground, saving lives by increasing troop protection against IEDs and
mines.

There are many more examples. So it's no surprise that Innovate UK has
invested over £61 million in Yorkshire since 2010, including last year
over £12 million to projects in the Sheffield City Region. I'm pleased to
be here in the University of Sheffield, home to 2 nodes of the High
Value Manufacturing Catapult, in Advanced Machining and Materials
and in Nuclear, with well over 100 industrial partners.

Productivity and investment in science

This city is a great place to talk about the role of science and innovation
in boosting our country’s productivity.

Public investment in science delivers strong returns to the economy of at
least 20% per annum, and leverages in private investment. We are
today publishing research that shows that every pound of UK public
funding for research generates between £1.13 and £1.60 of private
investment and we know that private investment generates further
returns to the UK economy of up to 50%.

This is why UK taxpayers invest £10 billion a year in research and
innovation.

We protected the science budget in cash terms through the last
Parliament.

And this is why we will now invest new capital on a record scale — £6.9
billion in new equipment, new laboratories and new research institutes
across the UK. This new science capital also includes £2.9 billion for a
Grand Challenges Fund, which will allow us to invest in major facilities
of national and international significance, such as our £235 million
investment in the Sir Henry Royce Institute for materials research and
innovation, based in Manchester but with a hub in Sheffield.


https://hvm.catapult.org.uk/
https://hvm.catapult.org.uk/
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Touring the UK

Since starting as Science Minister a few weeks ago, | have been
travelling the country to see how this record capital investment is being
put to good use.

At the Met Office in Exeter, | saw how our £97 million investment in a
new supercomputer will cement the UK as the most accurate national
weather forecaster in the world. Today a 4 day weather forecast is as
accurate as a 1 day forecast 30 years ago, with implications for
industries such as aviation, shipping and agriculture. This computer will
be 13 times more powerful than the current system, able to perform
more than 16,000 trillion calculations per second.

At the Diamond Light Source in Harwell, which | visited last week, | saw
how our investment is enabling scientists to probe deep into the basic
structure of matter, allowing over 7000 researchers to develop new
products from medicines to biofuels.

And last month, in launching a £113 million "big data’ investment
partnership with IBM at the Hartree Centre in Daresbury, | saw how we
are managing to ‘crowd in’ private investment. Expanding the Hartree
Centre substantially, both at Daresbury and Harwell, will encourage ‘big
data’ companies to co-locate, as IBM has done with a package worth up
to £200 million.

IBM is far from alone. Over the past year we have seen an 11% increase
in inward investment projects with an R&D element. Such collaborations
are often a precursor to major foreign direct investment, paving the way
for long-term relationships.

Alongside this great science at home, British scientists are leaders in
their fields abroad, winning an outsized share of European grants. I'm
pleased today to announce that the UK is joining the International
Institute for Applied Systems Analysis. This will reinforce the
contribution that British researchers make to some of the world’s most
pressing challenges.

Innovation

So as we look to make Britain best place in Europe to innovate, we start
from a position of strength. But we need to do more, not just to
commercialise past research, but to meet future challenges too.

That is why Ann Dowling’s recent Review of Business-University
Research Collaboration is important. We will respond to her
recommendations by the Spending Review, including how to take
forward the central recommendation of simplifying support for
business.

And we mean business on this. Our universities are successfully
engaging with industry and the returns from collaborations are now
greater than ever before. HEFCE’s latest report on business-university
interaction — published today, shows the value of these partnerships has
reached record levels. Our Productivity Plan set out our ambition for



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fixing-the-foundations-creating-a-more-prosperous-nation
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universities to continue to increase their collaborations to £5 billion per




























