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Imports of energy from Russia

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has focussed attention on the importance of
Russian exports of gas, oil and coal, both to the Russian economy and for the
energy security of the countries that import these fuels, especially in Europe.
Sanctions on Russian energy have so far been limited, but the UK and EU have
started planning to move away from Russian fossil fuels.

How much does the UK rely on energy from
Russia?
In 2021 imports from Russia made up 4% of gas used in the UK, 9% of oil and
27% of coal. In 2021, imports of gas, oil and coal from Russian to the UK were
worth a combined £4.5 billion. According to Eurostat, in 2020, imports from
Russia made up 39% of the gas used in the EU, 23% of oil imports and 46% of
coal imports.
In March 2022, the first full month since the invasion, the quantity of oil, gas
and coal imported from Russia all fell substantially compared to March
2021. However, much higher fossil fuel prices meant that the value of these
imports all increased and were 20% higher than in March 2021. Overall
energy imports from Russia in the year to March 2022 were £5.3 billion.
While the UK relies on Russian energy to a lesser extent than many other
European countries, it is still exposed to the disruption in energy markets due
to the invasion of Ukraine. Gas and oil prices have increased sharply and are
likely to remain high as many European countries look to other sources of
energy.
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This briefing presents the latest monthly data on UK imports of gas, oil and
coal from Russia. It also includes data for Europe, although this is less up to
date. The Library has published related briefings on:
Domestic energy prices
Alternatives to Russian oil: Saudi Arabia, the Gulf and Venezuela?
The International Energy Agency has published detailed information on the oil
and gas markets and Russian supply on its Russian supplies to global energy
markets pages. The Agency’s Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer
gives statistics on how much fossil fuels OECD and EU countries import from
Russia. In March 2022 it also published A 10-Point Plan to Reduce the
European Union’s Reliance on Russian Natural Gas and A 10-Point Plan to Cut
Oil Use.
The Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air tracks detailed ship
movements and pipeline flows of fossil fuels from Russia in its Russian Energy
Exports Tracker. On 27 April they published a report on energy imports from
Russia in the two months since the invasion. This found that Russia had
exported €63 billion in fossil fuels; €44 billion of which had gone to the EU.
Germany was the largest single destination (€9.1 billion), followed by Italy,
China and the Netherlands. The UK was not one of the top 20 destinations.
The volume of oil and coal exported to the EU fell between January/February
and April, but gas volumes increased. Higher prices have increased the value
of exports. This report was also covered in the FT and The Guardian.
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Impact on energy markets
Prices of gas and oil increased during the second half of 2021 largely due to
supply not keeping pace with strong demand as economies came out of
lockdown. Prices continued to increase in early 2022 as a build-up of Russian
forces close to the border with Ukraine led to concerns about a possible
invasion and disruption to supply.
Russia invaded Ukraine on 24 February. On the day of the invasion, Brent
Crude prices exceeded $100 a barrel for the first time in more than seven
years. Gas prices in Europe increased by 50% on 24 February to $4.40 therm
(around 11 p/kWh). 1 Gas prices continued to increase rapidly up to early
March, oil prices increased more steadily. Oil prices have remained in the
$100-110 per barrel range. Spot gas prices have fallen substantially during
April and May which is due in part to lower demand for gas as this time of the
year. These are spot prices for immediate delivery and forward prices for gas
delivered in next autumn/winter may not show the same downward trend.

Daily Brent crude prices in 2022
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Restrictions on imports of energy from
Russia
The UK Government has committed to ending imports of oil and coal from
Russia by the end of the year and ending imports of gas from Russia “…as
soon as possible thereafter.” The British energy security strategy said to
reduce reliance on Russian fossil fuels, the UK is:
committing to phase out the use of Russian oil and coal by the end of
2022, and end imports of Russian liquefied natural gas as soon as
possible thereafter. 2

The Government has said on oil specifically:
The phasing out of imports will not be immediate, but instead allows the UK
more than enough time to adjust supply chains, supporting industry and
consumers. The government will work with companies through a new Taskforce
on Oil to support them to make use of this period in finding alternative
supplies. 3

The EU has agreed to ban imports of coal from Russia. 4 This was announced
on 8 April 2022. From this date there will be a four-month ‘winding down
period’ for existing contracts. 5
In early May 2022 the European Commission has proposed a ban on Russian
oil; a complete band on imports of crude oil within sixth months and refined
petroleum products by the end of the year. 6 This ban, and possible countryspecific opt-outs, has yet to be agreed. On 8 March 2022, the Commission
proposed an outline plan, REPowerEU, which aims to reduce EU demand for
Russian Gas by two thirds before the end of the year and to make Europe
independent from Russian fossil fuels “well before 2030”. 7
Some EU member states have gone further, for instance Lithuania announced
in early April that it had ended Russian gas imports. 8
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BEIS, British energy security strategy (7 April 2022)
BEIS press release 8 March 2022, UK to phase out Russian oil imports
European Commission press release 8 April 2022, Ukraine: EU agrees fifth package of restrictive
measures against Russia
European Commission, Question and answers on the fifth package of restrictive measures against
Russia (8 April 2022)
European Commission, Speech by President von der Leyen at the EP Plenary on the social and
economic consequences for the EU of the Russian war in Ukraine – reinforcing the EU's capacity to
act (4 May 2022)
European Commission, REPowerEU: Joint European action for more affordable, secure and
sustainable energy (8 March 2022)
Baltic states end Russian gas imports – but can the rest of Europe follow suit?, France 24, 5 April
2022
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Data on Russian energy reliance
The following three pages summarise the latest data on UK imports of gas, oil
and coal from Russia. The final page looks at how much European countries
relied on Russian energy in the decade to 2020. These pages use the following
definitions unless stated otherwise:
Net imports: Gross imports minus gross exports
Total energy supply: Domestic production plus net imports minus fuel used
in international ‘bunkers’, plus or minus changes to stocks
Import dependency: Net imports of a fuel as a percentage of total energy
supply of that fuel.
Reliance on Russian imports: Net imports of a fuel from Russia as a
percentage of total energy supply of that fuel.
Gas: Natural gas including Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG).
Oil: Includes crude oil and petroleum products, such as petrol, diesel and
heating oil
Coal: Includes coal, other solid fuels including peat and manufactured solid
fuels such as coke

Import dependency can be over 100% if a country imports more than it
consumes. This can happen for different reasons including where it builds up
its stocks, uses imports for international ‘bunkers’ 9 or where some is reexported.
The monthly data for the UK is taken from trade figures. These are given in
final values and mass units (kg). Official energy statistics use units of energy
and are included in the annual data, but the trade figures are included here
because they give more up-to-date figures on imports from specific countries.
The monthly trade data is shown from 2019 onwards to include a full year of
imports before the pandemic. There is a seasonal pattern to some imports so
the charts include a 12-month moving average to illustrate underlying trends.
The increased prices for fuels from the second half of 2021 onwards are
reflected in the charts of the value of Russian energy imports. These generally
show imports of greater value, even where the mass imported has not
increased.
Sources for the data included in the following pages are given at the end of
this briefing paper.
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Sources of UK gas imports in 2021 (TWh)
Imports of gas from Russia increased by 37%
in 2021 which made it the fourth most import
source. The UK gets almost two-thirds of its
gas imports from Norway.
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'Other pipeline' imports come directly from
continental Europe and may include some
gas which originally came from Russia.
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Sources of UK oil imports in 2021 (million tonnes)
Primary oils

Other

Imports of Russia crude oil fell in 2020 and
2021, but were still the third most import
source.

Products

Libya

Russia was the second most important
source of refined petroleu products in 2021
after the Netherlands. It is by far the most
important source of imported deisel with
34% of all imports and 20% of total UK
suply of diesel in 2021.
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Sources of UK coal imports in 2021 (million tonnes)
Russia is the largest single course of imported
coal. The amount the UK imported from
RUssia increased by 21% in 2021. Most of this
is 'steam coal' used in power generation.

Other
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European
Union

The data opposite only includes coal not
manufactured solid fuels, total imports of
which were 1.1 million tonnes in 2021. This
was mainly coke for steel production.
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Sources
Trade data
UK Trade Info tables on energy imports from Russia and energy imports in
total.
UK energy data
BEIS, Energy Trends UK: Gas, tables 4.1 and 4.4
BEIS, Energy Trends: UK total energy, table 1.3
BEIS, Energy Trends: UK oil and oil products, tables 3.4 and 3.14
BEIS, Energy Trends: UK solid fuels and derived gases, tables 2.1, 2.2 and 2.4
EU data
IEA (2022), Reliance on Russian Fossil Fuels Data Explorer, IEA, Paris
https://www.iea.org/reports/reliance-on-russian-fossil-fuels-data-explorer
Eurostat, Energy database (trade by partner country tables)
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Disclaimer
The Commons Library does not intend the information in our research
publications and briefings to address the specific circumstances of any
particular individual. We have published it to support the work of MPs. You
should not rely upon it as legal or professional advice, or as a substitute for it.
We do not accept any liability whatsoever for any errors, omissions or
misstatements contained herein. You should consult a suitably qualified
professional if you require specific advice or information. Read our briefing
‘Legal help: where to go and how to pay’ for further information about
sources of legal advice and help. This information is provided subject to the
conditions of the Open Parliament Licence.
Feedback
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in these publicly
available briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be
aware however that briefings are not necessarily updated to reflect
subsequent changes.
If you have any comments on our briefings please email
papers@parliament.uk. Please note that authors are not always able to
engage in discussions with members of the public who express opinions about
the content of our research, although we will carefully consider and correct
any factual errors.
You can read our feedback and complaints policy and our editorial policy at
commonslibrary.parliament.uk. If you have general questions about the work
of the House of Commons email hcenquiries@parliament.uk.

The House of Commons Library is a research and information
service based in the UK Parliament. Our impartial analysis,
statistical research and resources help MPs and their staff
scrutinise legislation, develop policy, and support constituents.
Our published material is available to everyone
on commonslibrary.parliament.uk.
Get our latest research delivered straight to your inbox.
Subscribe at commonslibrary.parliament.uk/subscribe
or scan the code below:

commonslibrary.parliament.uk
@commonslibrary

