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1 Background 

This reading list collates a selection of media coverage, stakeholder 
responses and other material relevant to the draft Online Safety Bill. The draft 
Bill, announced in the Queen’s Speech, was published on 12 May 2021. It sets 
out Government plans to impose duties of care on providers of online content-
sharing platforms and search services. A Library Paper, Regulating online 
harms (CBP 8743), provides policy background.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/985033/Draft_Online_Safety_Bill_Bookmarked.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8743/CBP-8743.pdf
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8743/CBP-8743.pdf
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2 Draft Online Safety Bill Joint Select 
Committee publications 

Oral evidence transcripts 

 

Written evidence 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/534/draft-online-safety-bill-joint-committee/publications/oral-evidence/
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/534/draft-online-safety-bill-joint-committee/publications/written-evidence/
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3 Stakeholder and media comment 

3.1 Organisations, charities, NGOs 

 

Secretary of State’s powers and the draft Online Safety Bill 

Carnegie Trust 

14.09.2021 

 

UK Parliament returns – and the debate on preventing harms through 
regulation of social media goes up a notch 

Carnegie Trust 

07.09.2021 

 

A room of one’s own: workshop when is an internet user safe in a private 
space online?  

Demos 

September 2021 

 

Free Speech for All: Why Legal but Harmful Content Should Continue to Be 
Included in the Online Safety Bill  

Hope Not Hate  

August 2021 

 

New UK bill can fight fresh wave of online racist abuse 

Chatham House 

21.07.2021 

 

https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/blog-posts/secretary-of-states-powers-and-the-draft-online-safety-bill/
https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/blog-posts/uk-parliament-returns-and-the-debate-on-preventing-harms-through-regulation-of-social-media-goes-up-a-notch/
https://www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk/blog-posts/uk-parliament-returns-and-the-debate-on-preventing-harms-through-regulation-of-social-media-goes-up-a-notch/
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/A-Room-of-Ones-Own-Workshop.pdf
https://demos.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/A-Room-of-Ones-Own-Workshop.pdf
https://hopenothate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Free-Speech-For-All-2021-08-FINAL.pdf
https://hopenothate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Free-Speech-For-All-2021-08-FINAL.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/2021/07/new-uk-bill-can-fight-fresh-wave-online-racist-abuse
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Encryption in The Online Safety Bill 

Open Rights Group 

20.07.2021 

 

Access Denied: Service Blocking in The Online Safety Bill 

Open Right Group 

06.07.2021 

 

Cyber vigilance and the human rights threats of the UK Online Safety Bill  

International Observatory of Human Rights 

01.07.2021 

 

Right to type: how the “duty of care” model lacks evidence and will damage 
free speech 

Index on Censorship 

23.06. 2021 

 

The Draft Online Safety Bill: Carnegie UK Trust initial analysis 

Carnegie Trust UK 

15.06. 2021 

 

Big Brother Watch Signs Open Letter to MPs To Protect End-To-End Encryption 

Big Brother Watch 

14.06.2021 

 

 

 

https://www.openrightsgroup.org/blog/encryption-in-the-online-safety-bill/
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/blog/access-denied-service-blocking-in-the-online-safety-bill/
https://observatoryihr.org/news/cyber-vigilance-and-the-human-rights-threats-of-the-uk-online-safety-bill/
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Index-on-Censorship-The-Problems-With-The-Duty-of-Care.pdf
https://www.indexoncensorship.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Index-on-Censorship-The-Problems-With-The-Duty-of-Care.pdf
https://d1ssu070pg2v9i.cloudfront.net/pex/carnegie_uk_trust/2021/06/16171457/draft-OSB-CUKT-response-FINAL-1.pdf
https://bigbrotherwatch.org.uk/2021/06/big-brother-watch-signs-joint-letter-to-mps-to-protect-end-to-end-encryption/
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Our Response To The Draft Online Safety Bill 

Hope Not Hate 

07.06.2021 

 

UK online safety bill raises censorship concerns and questions on future of 
encryption 

Committee to Protect Journalists 

25.05.2021 

 

IWF 'increasingly concerned about impact of pornography on the lives of 
young children' as age verification measures not included in new Bill 

Internet Watch Foundation 

19.05.2021 

 

The UK risks becoming a world leader in online censorship  

Big Brother Watch  

14.05.2021 

 

Catch22 responds to the Draft Online Safety Bill 

Catch22  

13.05.2021 

 

Call for renewed funding for UK Safer Internet Centre as new online safety 
legislation published  

Internet Watch Foundation 

13.05.2021 

 

Ofcom to gain new online safety powers as Government bill published today 

Ofcom  

12.05.2021 

 

https://www.hopenothate.org.uk/2021/06/07/hope-not-hates-response-to-the-draft-online-safety-bill/
https://cpj.org/2021/05/uk-online-safety-bill-raises-censorship-concerns-and-questions-on-future-of-encryption/
https://cpj.org/2021/05/uk-online-safety-bill-raises-censorship-concerns-and-questions-on-future-of-encryption/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/news/iwf-increasingly-concerned-about-impact-pornography-lives-young-children-age-verification
https://www.iwf.org.uk/news/iwf-increasingly-concerned-about-impact-pornography-lives-young-children-age-verification
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=14973c5d53&e=eecaee9d85
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/news/catch22-responds-draft-online-safety-bill/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/news/call-renewed-funding-uk-safer-internet-centre-new-online-safety-legislation-published
https://www.iwf.org.uk/news/call-renewed-funding-uk-safer-internet-centre-new-online-safety-legislation-published
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/features-and-news/new-online-safety-powers-government-bill-published
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Internet Society: UK Online Public Safety Bill is trying to legislate the 
impossible – a safe Internet without strong encryption 

Internet Society 

12.05.2021 

 

Government’s Kafkaesque Plans for Regulating Online Speech Is Condemned  

Open Rights Group  

12.05.2021 

 

Barnardo's responds to publication of draft Online Safety Bill 

Barnado’s  

12.05.2021 

 

Samaritans responds to the draft Online Safety Bill  

Samaritans 

12.05.2021 

 

Parliament must determine what is and isn't permitted, not Ofcom or media 
platforms 

Centre for Policy Studies  

12.05.2021 

 

PIMFA welcomes publication of Online Safety Bill but urges Government to do 
more to tackle clone investment fraud and fake online adverts  

PIMFA 

12.05.2021 

 

Online Safety Bill Briefing  

Internet Watch Foundation 

May 2021 

 

https://www.internetsociety.org/news/statements/2021/internet-society-uk-online-public-safety-bill-is-trying-to-legislate-the-impossible-a-safe-internet-without-strong-encryption/
https://www.internetsociety.org/news/statements/2021/internet-society-uk-online-public-safety-bill-is-trying-to-legislate-the-impossible-a-safe-internet-without-strong-encryption/
https://www.openrightsgroup.org/press-releases/governments-kafkaesque-plans-for-regulating-online-speech-is-condemned/
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/news/barnardos-responds-publication-draft-online-safety-bill
https://www.samaritans.org/news/Samaritans-response-draft-Online-Safety-Bill/
https://www.cps.org.uk/media/press-releases/q/date/2021/05/12/parliament-must-determine-what-is-and-isn-t-permitted-n/
https://www.cps.org.uk/media/press-releases/q/date/2021/05/12/parliament-must-determine-what-is-and-isn-t-permitted-n/
https://www.pimfa.co.uk/press-release/pimfa-welcomes-publication-of-online-safety-bill-but-urges-government-to-do-more-to-tackle-clone-investment-fraud-and-fake-online-adverts/
https://www.pimfa.co.uk/press-release/pimfa-welcomes-publication-of-online-safety-bill-but-urges-government-to-do-more-to-tackle-clone-investment-fraud-and-fake-online-adverts/
https://www.iwf.org.uk/sites/default/files/inline-files/IWF%20Draft%20Online%20Safety%20Bill%20Briefing.pdf
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UK Finance responds to the Government's draft Online Safety Bill  

UK Finance, undated  

May 2021 

 

Internet Society: UK Online Public Safety Bill is trying to legislate the 
impossible – a safe Internet without strong encryption  

Internet Society UK  

11.05.2021 

 

End-To-End Encryption: Understanding the impacts for child safety online 

NSPCC 

April 2001 

 

Private messaging and the rollout of end-to-end encryption: The implications 
for child protection 

NSPCC discussion paper 

Undated 

 

Online Harms: a comparative analysis  

Linklaters  

April 2021 

 

Ambitions for the Online Safety Bill 

5Rights Foundation 

April 2021 

 

Delivering a Duty of Care: An assessment of the Government’s proposals 
against the NSPCC’s six tests for the Online Safety Bill 

NSPCC 

March 2021 

https://www.ukfinance.org.uk/press/press-releases/uk-finance-responds-governments-draft-online-safety-bill
https://www.internetsociety.org/news/statements/2021/internet-society-uk-online-public-safety-bill-is-trying-to-legislate-the-impossible-a-safe-internet-without-strong-encryption/
https://www.internetsociety.org/news/statements/2021/internet-society-uk-online-public-safety-bill-is-trying-to-legislate-the-impossible-a-safe-internet-without-strong-encryption/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/news/e2ee-pac-report-end-to-end-encryption.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/news/nspcc-discussion-paper-private-messaging-and-the-roll-out-on-end-to-end-encryption.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/news/nspcc-discussion-paper-private-messaging-and-the-roll-out-on-end-to-end-encryption.pdf
https://lpscdn.linklaters.com/-/media/digital-marketing-image-library/files/01_insights/thought-leadership/2021/april/online-harms---a-comparative-analysis.ashx?rev=1c44d739-086d-400a-8f94-508a23148e5e&extension=pdf&hash=63F3E4D64476F056E124CD70774B33A8
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/Ambitions_for_the_Online_Safety_Bill.pdf
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/Ambitions_for_the_Online_Safety_Bill.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/online-safety/delivering-a-duty-of-care.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/online-safety/delivering-a-duty-of-care.pdf
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3.2 Media and blogs 

The Online Safety Bill Part 2: Do these proposals go too far, leading to 
overzealous policing?  

UK Human Rights Blog 

11.09.2021 

 

Regulating content on user-to user and search service providers 

UK Human Rights Blog 

02.08 2021 

 

UK: Draft Online Safety Bill poses serious risk to free expression 

Article 19 

26.07.2021 

 

U.K.’s Online Safety Bill: Not That Safe, After All? 

Lawfare 

08.07.2021 

 

Online Safety and the Press: A Thoroughly Unsafe Bill, Part 3  

Inforrm’s Blog 

08.07.2021 

 

Online Safety and the Press: A Thoroughly Unsafe Bill, Part 2   

Inforrm’s Blog 

07.07.2021 

 

Online Safety and the Press: A Thoroughly Unsafe Bill, Part 1  

Inforrm’s Blog 

05.07.2021 

https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2021/09/11/the-online-safety-bill-part-2-do-these-proposals-go-too-far-leading-to-overzealous-policing/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2021/09/11/the-online-safety-bill-part-2-do-these-proposals-go-too-far-leading-to-overzealous-policing/
https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2021/08/02/regulating-content-on-user-to-user-and-search-service-providers/
https://www.article19.org/resources/uk-draft-online-safety-bill-poses-serious-risk-to-free-expression/
https://www.lawfareblog.com/uks-online-safety-bill-not-safe-after-all
https://inforrm.org/2021/07/08/online-safety-and-the-press-a-thoroughly-unsafe-bill-part-3-julian-petley/
https://inforrm.org/2021/07/07/online-safety-and-the-press-a-thoroughly-unsafe-bill-part-2-julian-petley/
https://inforrm.org/2021/07/06/online-safety-and-the-press-a-thoroughly-unsafe-bill-part-1-julian-petley/
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Can the power of information be controlled?  

The Critic  

01.07.2021 

 

Online Safety Bill - freedom of expression and privacy, journalistic content, 
and content of democratic importance  

Lexology 

30.07.2021 
 
Risk assessments under the Online Safety Bill 

Lexology 

30.07.2021 

 
Online Safety Bill - are you caught?  

Lexology 

30.07.2021 
 
Online Safety Bill - illegal and harmful content and safety duties  

Lexology 

30.07.2021 
 
Regulating and enforcing the Online Safety Bill - Ofcom's powers and duties  

Lexology 

30.07.2021 
 

UK tells messaging apps not to use e2e encryption for kids’ accounts 

TechCrunch 

30.06.2021 

 

https://thecritic.co.uk/can-the-power-of-information-be-controlled/
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=664b2882f7&e=e92d476cb6
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=664b2882f7&e=e92d476cb6
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=3a20c6c865&e=e92d476cb6
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=5d9b66fd6b&e=e92d476cb6
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=205a5b110c&e=e92d476cb6
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=9f14558f60&e=e92d476cb6
https://techcrunch.com/2021/06/30/uk-tells-messaging-apps-not-to-use-e2e-encryption-for-kids-accounts/
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New UK internet law raises free speech concerns, say civil liberties 
campaigners 

Politico 

29.06.2021 

 

On the trail of the Person of Ordinary Sensibilities  

Cyberleagle blog 

28.06. 2021 

 

Carved out or carved up? The draft Online Safety Bill and the press  

Cyberleagle blog 

16.06.2021 

 

Online Safety Bill: Five thoughts on its impact on journalism 

Inforrm’s Blog 

10.06.2021 

 

Why the online safety bill threatens our civil liberties 

politics.co.uk 

26.05.2021 

 

Online Safety Bill: an opportunity for tech to get it right 

ComputerWeekly.com 

25.05.2021 

 

UK's Online Safety Bill published  

Lexology 

18.05.2021 

https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-concerns-over-internet-free-speech-tech-regulation-power-grab/
https://www.politico.eu/article/uk-concerns-over-internet-free-speech-tech-regulation-power-grab/
https://www.cyberleagle.com/2021/06/on-trail-of-person-of-ordinary.html
https://www.cyberleagle.com/2021/06/carved-out-or-carved-up-online-safety.html
https://inforrm.org/2021/06/10/online-safety-bill-five-thoughts-on-its-impact-on-journalism-lexie-kirkconnell-kawana/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Current+awareness+bulletins&utm_campaign=e9854b8b18-Current_Awareness_Equalities_11-06-2021&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f325cdbfdc-e9854b8b18-103728654&mc_cid=e9854b8b18&mc_eid=e92d476cb6
https://www.politics.co.uk/comment/2021/05/26/why-the-online-safety-bill-threatens-our-civil-liberties/
https://www.computerweekly.com/opinion/Online-Safety-Bill-an-opportunity-for-tech-to-get-it-right
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=507fb7da-f979-4e6c-b921-be7fdf0fd3d4&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2021-05-21&utm_term=
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Porn blocker 'missing' from Online Safety Bill prompts concern  

BBC 

18.05.2021 

 

The UK’s Online Safety Bill could drown internet services in red tape  

TechMonitor  

17.05.2021 

 

Harm Version 3.0: the draft Online Safety Bill  

Cyberleagle blog 

16.05.2021 

 

UK online harms bill misses fraud’s gateway  

FT, opinion  

16.05.2021 

 

Online safety bill ‘will fail to protect millions from cloned websites and ad 
scams’  

Guardian 

15.05.2021 

 

New era for UK online regulation: long-awaited UK online safety bill published  

Lexology  

14.05.2021 

 

It'll take more than one Bill to tame the Wild West of social media  

Telegraph*, opinion 

13.05.2021 
 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-57143746
https://techmonitor.ai/regulation-compliance/uk-online-safety-bill-red-tape-boris-johnson
https://www.cyberleagle.com/2021/05/harm-version-30-draft-online-safety-bill.html
https://www.ft.com/content/239c33ea-8d41-4e79-ab88-e53bf558a2cf
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2021/may/15/online-safety-bill-cloned-websites-ad-scams-uk
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2021/may/15/online-safety-bill-cloned-websites-ad-scams-uk
https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=96ffc05d-52c3-4121-9250-07f9bc234a60&utm_source=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed&utm_medium=HTML+email+-+Body+-+General+section&utm_campaign=Lexology+subscriber+daily+feed&utm_content=Lexology+Daily+Newsfeed+2021-05-18&utm_term=
https://parliament.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3ad7e4c57a864f07e4db008c4&id=5655b39095&e=eecaee9d85
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Campaigners Slam Online Safety Bill for Omitting Scam Ads  

Forbes  

13.05.2021 

 

The UK government’s long-awaited Online Safety Bill toes the line between 
safety and censorship  

Verdict 

13.05.2021 

 

Online safety bill: why is it more of a minefield in the culture wars?  

Guardian 

12.05.2021 

 

UK publishes draft Online Safety Bill 

TechCrunch 

12.05.2021 

 

The Online Safety Bill, what is in it and what does it mean for techUK members  

techUK  

12.05.2021 

 

Online Safety Bill: New law will protect journalism from tech giant censorship  

PressGazette 

12.05.2021 

 

Gov Publish UK Online Safety Bill to Censor “Harmful” Content Update  

ISP Review 

12.05.2021 

 

 

 

https://www.forbes.com/uk/advisor/personal-finance/2021/05/13/campaigners-slam-online-safety-bill/
https://www.verdict.co.uk/uk-government-presents-draft-online-safety-bill/
https://www.verdict.co.uk/uk-government-presents-draft-online-safety-bill/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/may/12/online-safety-bill-why-is-it-more-of-a-minefield-in-the-culture-wars
https://techcrunch.com/2021/05/12/uk-publishes-draft-online-safety-bill/?guccounter=1&guce_referrer=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbS8&guce_referrer_sig=AQAAAEMteSPcNaCdIsvVQuW10B_etnCm3pXZGkTSz49KkyMleuNuL6OPZfe4yaxvpcTizSvnPoiYDA9rY_SqBDKQOEOPDFEP-nqdkt4bRIxbmsKFQN3I1zc_rrIz9VElvXNWdTOG_xTiuEt1y4AhKLHTq4qjUp1FDibJiSSCKBFFyumr
https://www.techuk.org/resource/the-online-safety-bill-what-is-in-it-and-what-does-it-mean-for-techuk-members.html
https://pressgazette.co.uk/online-safety-bill-journalism-safeguards/
https://www.ispreview.co.uk/index.php/2021/05/gov-publish-uk-online-safety-bill-to-censor-harmful-content.html
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An open letter to the Prime Minister 

Baroness Floella Benjamin 

07.05.2021 

 

 

 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/gxk-CK13nCoPjVNSYp1bT?domain=urldefense.proofpoint.com
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/Ambitions_for_the_Online_Safety_Bill.pdf
https://5rightsfoundation.com/uploads/Ambitions_for_the_Online_Safety_Bill.pdf
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