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Marginal Seats

Summary

This note lists UK Parliamentary seats by marginality using the results
from the 2017 General Election. All data is taken from the briefing
paper General Election 2017: results and analysis.

Majorities are measured as the difference between the number of votes
for the first and second placed candidates. Percentage majorities' are
those figures as a proportion of the total votes cast for all candidates.
Percentage majorities are a better guide to relative marginality of
different seats.

Table 1: GE 2017, ten most and least marginal seats

Parties Majority Majority Rank
Votes % Votes %

Constituency

Most marginal

North East Fife SNP 2 0.0% 1 1
Perth and North Perthshire SNP 21 0.0% 3 2
Kensington 20 0.1% 2 3
Dudley North 22 0.1% 4 4
Southampton, ltchen 31 0.1% 6 5
Newcastle-Under-Lyme 30 0.1% 5 6
Richmond Park 45 0.1% 7 7
Crewe and Nantwich 48 0.1% 8 8
Glasgow South West SNP 60 0.2% 9 9
Glasgow East SNP 75 0.2% 10 10
Least marginal

Hackney South and Shoreditch 37,931 68.5% 648 641
Manchester, Gorton 31,730 69.0% 631 642
Birmingham, Ladywood 28,714 69.5% 623 643
Tottenham 34,584 70.1% 639 644
East Ham 39,883 70.4% 649 645
Bootle 36,200 72.0% 644 646
Liverpool, West Derby 32,908 72.9% 636 647
Liverpool, Riverside 35,947 74.9% 643 648
Knowsley 42,214 76.1% 650 649
Liverpool, Walton 32,551 77.1% 635 650

North East Fife is the most marginal seat in the UK (in absolute and
percentage terms) where the SNP beat the Liberal Democrats by just
two votes.

Four of the ten most marginal seats are in Scotland. The most marginal
seat in England — Kensington, in London — was the last result to be
declared on the day after the election. It was won by Labour by a
margin of 20 votes (0.1%).

Liverpool Walton remains the safest seat in the UK. It was also the safest
seat in the 2010 and 2015 General Elections. The second safest seat is
Knowsley — a rank it also held in 2010 and 2015. All of the ten least
marginal seats are in England, with six being in the North West.

Aside from the North East Fife result, the smallest majority since 1918 is
2 votes for A. Flint (Labour), in llkeston North in 1931 and for Mark
Oaten (Liberal Democrat), in Winchester in 1997. The latter result was

' Percentage majorities have been rounded to one decimal place.
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disputed and declared void; in the re-run of the election Mark Oaten
was elected with a majority of 21,556.

The largest majority recorded since 1918 is 62,253 for Sir A. Rawson
(Conservative), in Brighton in 1931.2 The largest general election
percentage majority was 96.0% for G. Currie (Conservative) in Down
North in 1959.4

Graph 1: Number of marginal seats
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In 2017 97 seats were won by a margin of 5% or less of votes cast —an
increase on the 56 won by this narrow margin in the 2015 Election, and
slightly more than the 91 in this category in the 2010 Election.

The number of very safe seats also increased in this election. Seats won
by a margin of over 50% increased from 21 in 2015 to 35 in 2017,
while the number of seats won by a margin of between 45% and 50%
increased from 18 to 29.

This paper contains four sets of tables:

within 20 percentage points of the winner;

the selected party.

1. Parties by majority: this is a list of seats won by each party along with their majority, the rank of their
majority (smaller numbers indicate more marginal seats), and the second placed candidate;

2. All seats by majority: this list is similar to the first, although it shows all constituencies in alphabetical
order. This can be used to determine how marginal a seat is compared to all others;

3. Three-way marginal seats: this is a list of the constituencies where the third placed candidate in 2017 is

4, Target seats: this is a list that shows potential future target seats for selected parties (a maximum of 60
targets are shown). This has been calculated as the difference between the winning party’s vote total and

2 C. Rallings and M. Thrasher, British Electoral Facts: 1832-2012, p. 301-302, 260.
A two-member seat.
4 lbid.


































































Parties Majority Majority Rank
2nd Votes % Votes %

Constituency

Ynys Mon 5,259 14.1% 187 216
York Central 18,575 35.0% 510 492
York Outer 8,289 14.4% 253 219






Future Conservative Party targets

Constit 2017 Winner Conservative
onstituency Party Votes Votes Difference
Kensington 16,333 16,313 20
Perth and North Perthshire SNP 21,804 21,783 21
Dudley North 18,090 18,068 22
Newcastle-Under-Lyme 21,124 21,094 30
Crewe and Nantwich 25,928 25,880 48
Canterbury 25,572 25,385 187
Barrow and Furness 22,592 22,383 209
Keighley 24,056 23,817 239
Lanark and Hamilton East SNP 16,444 16,178 266
Ashfield 21,285 20,844 441
Bishop Auckland 20,808 20,306 502
Peterborough 22,950 22,343 607
Stroud 29,994 29,307 687
Westmorland and Lonsdale 23,686 22,909 777
Bedford 22,712 21,923 789
Oxford West and Abingdon 26,256 25,440 816
Ipswich 24,224 23,393 831
Stockton South 26,102 25,214 888
Colne Valley 28,818 27,903 915
Edinburgh South West SNP 17,575 16,478 1,097
Warwick and Leamington 25,227 24,021 1,206
Central Ayrshire SNP 16,771 15,504 1,267
Penistone and Stocksbridge 22,807 21,485 1,322
Argyll and Bute SNP 17,304 15,976 1,328
Carshalton and Wallington 20,819 19,450 1,369
Lincoln 23,333 21,795 1,538
Portsmouth South 18,290 16,736 1,554
Eastbourne 26,924 25,315 1,609
Wrexham 17,153 15,321 1,832
Derby North 23,622 21,607 2,015
Wakefield 22,987 20,811 2,176
Wolverhampton South West 20,899 18,714 2,185
High Peak 26,753 24,431 2,322
Stoke-On-Trent North 21,272 18,913 2,359
Vale Of Clwyd 19,423 17,044 2,379
Battersea 25,292 22,876 2,416
Blackpool South 17,581 15,058 2,523
Warrington South 29,994 27,445 2,549
Great Grimsby 17,545 14,980 2,565
Gower 22,727 19,458 3,269
Darlington 22,681 19,401 3,280
Dewsbury 28,814 25,493 3,321
Scunthorpe 20,916 17,485 3,431
North Norfolk 25,260 21,748 3,512
Na h-Eileanan An lar SNP 6,013 2,441 3,572
East Lothian 20,158 16,540 3,618
North Ayrshire and Arran SNP 18,451 14,818 3,633
North East Fife SNP 13,743 10,088 3,655
Reading East 27,093 23,344 3,749
Bolton North East 22,870 19,073 3,797
Edinburgh North and Leith SNP 19,243 15,385 3,858
Rother Valley 23,821 19,939 3,882
Stoke-On-Trent Central 17,083 13,186 3,897
Workington 21,317 17,392 3,925
Weaver Vale 26,066 22,138 3,928
Caithness, Sutherland and Easter Ross 11,061 6,990 4,071
Linlithgow and East Falkirk SNP 20,388 16,311 4,077
Kingston and Surbiton 27,810 23,686 4,124
Cardiff North 26,081 21,907 4,174
Delyn 20,573 16,333 4,240

Targets based on 60 smallest vote differences to the 2017 winning party, includes seats where party didn’t put forward a candidate in 2017.
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About the Library

The House of Commons Library research service provides MPs and their staff
with the impartial briefing and evidence base they need to do their work in
scrutinising Government, proposing legislation, and supporting constituents.

As well as providing MPs with a confidential service we publish open briefing
papers, which are available on the Parliament website.

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in these publicly
available research briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should
be aware however that briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise
amended to reflect subsequent changes.

If you have any comments on our briefings please email papers@parliament.uk.
Authors are available to discuss the content of this briefing only with Members
and their staff.

If you have any general questions about the work of the House of Commons
you can email hcenquiries@parliament.uk.

Disclaimer

This information is provided to Members of Parliament in support of their
parliamentary duties. It is a general briefing only and should not be relied on as
a substitute for specific advice. The House of Commons or the author(s) shall
not be liable for any errors or omissions, or for any loss or damage of any kind
arising from its use, and may remove, vary or amend any information at any
time without prior notice.

The House of Commons accepts no responsibility for any references or links to,
or the content of, information maintained by third parties. This information is
provided subject to the conditions of the Open Parliament Licence.
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