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This paper is essentially a short selective bibliography of resources on the Intelligence and 
Security Committee.  
 
The Intelligence and Security Committee (ISC) was established by the Intelligence Services 
Act 1994 to examine the policy, administration and expenditure of the Security Service, 
Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), and the Government Communications Headquarters 
(GCHQ). The Committee has developed its oversight remit, with the Government's 
agreement, to include examination of intelligence-related elements of the Cabinet Office 
including: the Joint Intelligence Committee (JIC); the Assessments Staff; and the Intelligence, 
Security and Resilience Group. The Committee also takes evidence from the Defence 
Intelligence Staff (DIS), part of the Ministry of Defence. 
 
The Prime Minister appoints the ISC Members after considering nominations from Parliament 
and consulting with the Leader of the Opposition. The Committee reports directly to the 
Prime Minister, and through him to Parliament, by the publication of the Committee's reports. 
 
The Members of the Committee are subject to Section 1(1)(b) of the Official Secrets Act 1989 
and have access to highly classified material in carrying out their duties. The Committee 
takes evidence from Cabinet Ministers and senior officials. The Committee is currently 
chaired by Sir Malcolm Rifkind. Previous Chairs include: Dr Kim Howells; Margaret Beckett; 
Paul Murphy; Ann Taylor (now Baroness Taylor of Bolton); and Tom King (now Lord King of 
Bridgwater). 
 
This note includes links to the Committee’s annual reports, proposals for reform (most 
relevantly the Green Paper on Justice and Security (CM 8194) published in October 2011) 
and some further reading. 
 
A debate on the Committee’s work will be held on 21 November 2011. 

This information is provided to Members of Parliament in support of their parliamentary duties 
and is not intended to address the specific circumstances of any particular individual. It should 
not be relied upon as being up to date; the law or policies may have changed since it was last 
updated; and it should not be relied upon as legal or professional advice or as a substitute for 
it. A suitably qualified professional should be consulted if specific advice or information is 
required.  

This information is provided subject to our general terms and conditions which are available 
online or may be provided on request in hard copy. Authors are available to discuss the 
content of this briefing with Members and their staff, but not with the general public. 

http://www.parliament.uk/site-information/copyright/
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm81/8194/8194.pdf
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1 Main Documents 
The Intelligence and Security Committee has its own website, where most relevant 
documents can be obtained: 
 
http://isc.independent.gov.uk/ 
 
The recently published Green Paper on Justice and Security contains useful background 
material about the Intelligence and Security Committee, including detail of recent reforms 
and proposals for change (to make the Committee a statutory committee of Parliament and 
to make it more transparent). 
 
Green Paper on Justice and Security (CM 8194) 
 
An oral statement on the Green Paper was made on 19 October 2011 (see: HC Deb 19 
October 2011 cc899-910). 
 
Sir Malcolm Rifkind, the current Chair of the Committee, also issued a press release on the 
same day, strongly welcoming the publication of the Green Paper. He observed, amongst 
other things, that: 
 

The Green Paper also contains proposals for reform of the oversight arrangements for 
the UK intelligence community. I am pleased that the Government has accepted the 
vast majority of the Intelligence and Security Committee’s own proposals in its Green 
Paper published today. This is a strong endorsement of our desire to modernise and 
strengthen parliamentary oversight of the intelligence community in this country. If 
implemented in full, the ISC will become a Committee of Parliament with greater 
authority, effectiveness, resources and credibility. It will significantly enhance oversight 
of the United Kingdom intelligence community in a manner in which Parliament and the 
public can have full confidence. These are significant reforms which I hope will earn 
widespread support. 

The Intelligence and Security Committee’s 2010-11 Annual Report (Cm 8114) was presented 
to Parliament by the Prime Minister in July 2011. The Government Response (Cm 8168) was 
published in October 2011. 
 
Information about previous debates is also available on the Parliament website. 
 
Sir Malcolm Rifkind gave a speech on Intelligence Oversight in November 2010. 
 
Previously, in the last Parliament, the Government had proposed a number of reforms in its 
Governance of Britain White Paper (the proposals for reform can be found between pages 
59-61). A Division was held on these proposals on 17 July 2008 (see HC Deb 17 July 2008 
cc499-502) 
 
2 Criticisms of the ISC by the Joint Committee on Human Rights 
The role of the Intelligence and Security Committee has been subject to some comment by 
the Joint Committee on Human Rights in a series of reports, including: 

• Allegations of UK Complicity in Torture HL 152/ HC 230 2008-09 

• Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights (Seventeenth Report): Bringing Human 
Rights Back In HL 86 / HC 111 2009-10  
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http://isc.independent.gov.uk/
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm81/8194/8194.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/debtext/111019-0001.htm#11101946000003
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmhansrd/cm111019/debtext/111019-0001.htm#11101946000003
https://3228332972681721251-a-independent-gov-uk-s-sites.googlegroups.com/a/independent.gov.uk/isc/news-archive/19october2011/20111019ISCPressRelease-GreenPaper.pdf?attachauth=ANoY7cpN2ix3njaSDYEpdZkTe96wiKnH0rE5MyR8T6D7gfP-8j4XdbYz-ikJbYnpY-qpNUUh7BKCCQ_T0-aqs2gdA8WhJL2u4gR1IqjS5BabaIRmHBoKaweHh5s0tBftfrhlaV2ohyPYozn-gNTWkQ9gxu8kUmQAy8mwgQhQWk6B6_IDdwwZqqVAhfZzpw_2YmGLpDreHFqSSQqSk-BeWQp9B3g2tnlbQ2pbpZkFgXJcIlUiP5_CdeDWTGYa3WImQFiYkAJ5Rp7waBWKqKSy_nhbzU3voHKyXw%3D%3D&attredirects=0
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm81/8114/8114.pdf
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm81/8168/8168.pdf
http://www.parliament.uk/business/news/2010/03/mps-debate-intelligence-and-security-committee-report/
http://isc.independent.gov.uk/news-archive/16november2010
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm73/7342/7342_i.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080717/debtext/80717-0019.htm#08071795000831
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmhansrd/cm080717/debtext/80717-0019.htm#08071795000831
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200809/jtselect/jtrights/152/152.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200910/jtselect/jtrights/86/86.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200910/jtselect/jtrights/86/86.pdf
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3 Recent Press Coverage 
“William Hague lifts the lid on UK spying operations”, The Guardian, 16 November 2011 
 
“William Hague hails not so secret spies”, BBC, 16 November 2011 
 
“Security and intelligence agencies to give evidence in public for first time”, BBC, 21 June 
2011 
 
“Intelligence and Security Committee wants more power”, BBC, 13 July 2011 
 
“Spies facing budget squeeze and more oversight”, BBC, 13 July 2011 
 
Binyam Mohamed: How MI5 misled parliament's intelligence and security committee”, The 
Guardian, 1 February 2010 

 

4 Further Reading 
Hugh Bochel, Andrew Defty, Andrew Dunn (University of Lincoln), Parliamentary scrutiny of 
intelligence and security beyond the Intelligence and Security Committee, or is parliament 
interested in intelligence?, Political Studies Association Annual Conference 2010 

Hugh Bochel, Andrew Defty, Andrew Dunn (University of Lincoln), Scrutinising the secret 
state: parliamentary oversight of the intelligence and security agencies 

Alexander Horne, Complicity in Torture? Some Legal and Political Challenges for the 
Security and Intelligence Services, World Defence Systems, December 2010 
 
Garry Hindle, Is it time to give parliamentary oversight of intelligence some teeth? Royal 
United Services Institute 

Speech by Sir John Sawers, the chief of the Secret Intelligence Service Britain's Secret 
Frontline, Society of Editors, October 2010 

A Selection of Speeches by the Director General of the Security Service, MI5 

“The Price of Secrecy”, The Economist, 18 November 2010 

The All Party Group on Extraordinary Rendition 
 
Government reply to Allegations of UK Complicity in Torture Cm 7714 
 
Letter to the Intelligence and Security Committee on Alleged UK Complicity in Torture 
Human Rights Watch (February 2010) 
 
Rendition Cm 7171 (July 2007) 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2011/nov/16/william-hague-uk-spying-operation?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-15765204
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2011/jun/21/security-intelligence-agencies-evidence-public
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14136155
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-14147376
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/feb/11/binyam-mohamed-mi5-misled-intelligence-committee?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.psa.ac.uk/journals/pdf/5/2010/193_530.pdf
http://www.psa.ac.uk/journals/pdf/5/2010/193_530.pdf
http://www.psa.ac.uk/journals/pdf/5/2010/193_530.pdf
http://eprints.lincoln.ac.uk/3236/1/Policy_and_Politics_debate_100218.pdf
http://eprints.lincoln.ac.uk/3236/1/Policy_and_Politics_debate_100218.pdf
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/324d90ec#/324d90ec/6
http://viewer.zmags.com/publication/324d90ec#/324d90ec/6
http://www.rusi.org/analysis/commentary/ref:C4B7A7E6F3328C/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/blog/2010/oct/28/mi6-chief-first-public-speech-live?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/blog/2010/oct/28/mi6-chief-first-public-speech-live?INTCMP=SRCH
https://www.mi5.gov.uk/output/speeches-by-the-director-general.html
http://www.economist.com/node/17525515
http://www.extraordinaryrendition.org/
http://www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm77/7714/7714.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/news/2010/02/12/letter-intelligence-and-security-committee-alleged-uk-complicity-torture
http://www.fas.org/irp/world/uk/rendition.pdf
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